
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5011 May 14, 1996 
(Mrs. KASSEBAUM) and the Senator 
from Arkansas (Mr. PRYOR) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1150, a bill to re-
quire the Secretary of the Treasury to 
mint coins in commemoration of the 
50th anniversary of the Marshall Plan 
and George Catlett Marshall. 

S. 1563 
At the request of Mr. SIMPSON, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1563, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to revise and im-
prove eligibility for medical care and 
services under that title, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1669 
At the request of Mr. LOTT, the 

names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SHELBY), the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. HOLLINGS), the Senator 
from Kentucky (Mr. FORD), the Senator 
from Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY), 
and the Senator from North Dakota 
(Mr. DORGAN) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 1669, a bill to name the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs medical cen-
ter in Jackson, Mississippi, as the 
‘‘G.V. (Sonny) Montgomery Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Cen-
ter.’’ 

S. 1689 
At the request of Mr. GRAMM, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. SIMPSON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1689, a bill to provide regulatory 
fairness for crude oil producers, and to 
prohibit fee increases under the Haz-
ardous Materials Transportation Act 
without the approval of Congress. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 254—REL-
ATIVE TO PENNSYLVANIA AVE-
NUE 

Mr. GRAMS submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Governmental Affairs: 

S. RES. 254 

Resolved, 
SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

The Senate makes the following findings: 
(1) In 1791, President George Washington 

commissioned Pierre Charles L’Enfant to 
draft a blueprint for America’s capital city; 
they envisioned Pennsylvania Avenue as a 
bold, ceremonial boulevard physically link-
ing the U.S. Capitol building and the White 
House, and symbolically the Legislative and 
Executive branches of government. 

(2) An integral element of the District of 
Columbia, Pennsylvania Avenue stood for 195 
years as a vital, working, unbroken roadway, 
elevating it into a place of national impor-
tance as ‘‘America’s Main Street’’. 

(3) 1600 Pennsylvania, the White House, has 
become America’s most recognized address 
and a primary destination of visitors to the 
Nation’s Capital; ‘‘the People’s House’’ is 
host to 5,000 tourist daily, and 15,000,000 an-
nually. 

(4) As home to the President, and given its 
prominent location on Pennsylvania Avenue 
and its proximity to the People, the White 
House has become a powerful symbol of free-
dom, openness, and an individual’s access to 
their government. 

(5) On May 20, 1995, citing possible security 
risks from vehicles transporting terrorist 
bombs, President Clinton ordered the Treas-

ury Department and the Secret Service to 
close Pennsylvania Avenue to vehicular traf-
fic for two blocks in front of the White 
House. 

(6) By impeding access and imposing undue 
hardships upon tourists, residents of the Dis-
trict, commuters, and local business owners 
and their customers, the closure of Pennsyl-
vania Avenue, undertaken without the coun-
sel of the government of the District of Co-
lumbia, has replaced the former openness of 
the area surrounding the White House with 
barricades, additional security checkpoints, 
and an atmosphere of fear and distrust. 

(7) In the year following the closure of 
Pennsylvania Avenue, the taxpayers have 
borne a tremendous burden for additional se-
curity measures along the Avenue near the 
White House. 

(8) While the security of the President is of 
grave concern and is not to be taken lightly, 
the need to assure the President’s safety 
must be balanced with the expectation of 
freedom inherent in a democracy; the 
present situation is tilted far too heavily to-
ward security at freedom’s expense. 
SEC. 2 SENSE OF THE SENATE. 

It is the sense of the Senate that the Presi-
dent should order the immediate, permanent 
reopening to vehicular traffic of Pennsyl-
vania in front of the White House, restoring 
the Avenue to its original state and return-
ing it to the People. 

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, in just 6 
days, the closing of Pennsylvania Ave-
nue in front of the White House will 
mark its 1-year anniversary. 

I rise today to speak for the 15 mil-
lion tourists who visit the Nation’s 
Capital each year, the local business-
men and women whose livelihoods de-
pend upon open access, the government 
of the District of Columbia, the com-
muters who rely on our roads, and the 
people who call Washington, DC, home. 
On their behalf, I am submitting a res-
olution expressing the sense of the Sen-
ate that Pennsylvania Avenue be re-
opened to traffic and returned to its 
historic use. The May 20th closing is 
one anniversary we should not have to 
commemorate. 

This resolution has the support of 
many with strong ties to the Wash-
ington community. I am grateful to 
have the endorsement of District of Co-
lumbia Mayor Marion Barry, and I am 
also proud that D.C. Council Chairman 
David Clarke and Councilmember 
Frank Smith support this effort. I ask 
unanimous consent that statements 
from Mayor Barry and Chairman 
Clarke and Councilmember Smith be 
included in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(See exhibit 1.) 
Mr. GRAMS. In addition, my resolu-

tion has the strong support of more 
than a dozen of the area’s residential, 
business, and historical organizations 
representing thousands of job providers 
and the District’s half million resi-
dents. I ask unanimous consent to sub-
mit this list and supporting letters for 
printing in the RECORD. 

Mr. President, I have come to the 
floor several times over the past year 
to voice my concerns about the closure 
of Pennsylvania Avenue. 

I have talked about the damage it 
has done to Washington’s business 

community, and the fear that it is 
scaring off new jobs and prompting po-
tential retail and commercial tenants 
to stay away from the downtown area. 
I have talked about the damage it has 
done to Washington’s business commu-
nity, and the fear that it’s scaring off 
new jobs and prompting potential re-
tail and commercial tenants to stay 
away from the downtown area. I have 
discussed the hardships caused by the 
closing for anyone whose paycheck de-
pends on access to the avenue, people 
like cab drivers and tour bus operators. 
I have outlined problem after problem 
the closing has created for the District 
itself, which had one of its major arte-
ries unilaterally severed by the Federal 
Government without any consultation. 
I have discussed the inconvenience of 
our tourists, especially the elderly and 
disabled, many of whom are now being 
deprived of a close look at the White 
House. And I have talked about the tre-
mendous cost for the taxpayers, a cost 
which has already reached into the 
millions of dollars. 

I have raised each of those aspects of 
the closing because they are all rel-
evant and pressing concerns. But that 
is not what I want to discuss today. 
There is another side to this issue that 
is easy to overlook amid all the other 
more obvious problems: the question of 
what the closing of Pennsylvania Ave-
nue has done to the psyche of this city, 
and what we give up when we give in to 
fear. 

The air was thick with fear in the 
weeks following April 19, 1995, when 
terrorists attacked the Federal build-
ing in Oklahoma City. How could some-
thing like this happen within our own 
borders, people wondered. And fear 
took hold. That was certainly the at-
mosphere in Washington—an atmos-
phere of suspicion and distrust that 
prompted the Treasury Department to 
close down two blocks of Pennsylvania 
Avenue a month after the tragic Okla-
homa City bombing. 

Now, obviously, protecting the Presi-
dent and those who work and visit the 
White House must be a primary con-
cern, a matter never to be taken light-
ly. The occupant of the Oval Office de-
serves every reasonable measure of se-
curity we can provide. So if the Secret 
Service had information that the White 
House was a terrorist target and the 
President was in danger, then it was 
absolutely prudent at the time to close 
Pennsylvania Avenue. 

But that was an entire year ago, and 
a decision that may have appeared pru-
dent then strikes many as regrettable 
and short-sighted today. Rather than 
helping the Nation face down our fear, 
the Government’s decision to close 
Pennsylvania Avenue—and keep it 
closed—has only perpetuated it. 

This is the White House today. Not a 
pretty sight, is it? The stretch of Penn-
sylvania Avenue that stood for 195 
years as ‘‘America’s Main Street’’ is 
empty of any traffic—more a vacant 
lot than a working street. 
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Gone is the thrill for visitors of driv-

ing by the White House for the first 
time—the concrete barricades, traffic 
sawhorses, and ever-present patrol ve-
hicles and armed officers have put an 
end to that. 

Gone, too, is the sense of openness 
that inspired generations of visitors to 
feel close to the Presidency and their 
Government when they visited the Ex-
ecutive Mansion. 

Today, there is an ominous atmos-
phere at the White House that you feel 
nowhere else in Washington. Visitors 
seem more to be tolerated than wel-
comed, and the fortress-like effect they 
discover there is unnerving. 

I have no doubt that the place is se-
cure—as secure as a bunker. But the 
price we have paid for all this security 
is immense because it has come at the 
expense of freedom. 

Was it not Benjamin Franklin who 
warned against ‘‘giving up essential 
liberty to obtain a little temporary 
safety’’? And liberty is precisely what 
we have given up by closing off Penn-
sylvania Avenue. 

While we may have obtained some 
temporary safety, we have surrendered 
to fear in order to get it, even though 
one of the first lessons we teach our 
young people in their American history 
classes is that freedom cannot coexist 
with fear. 

Mr. President, a visit to the Nation’s 
capital can have a profound impact on 
the schoolchildren who visit here every 
year. It is a place where history comes 
alive, and every monument, museum, 
and historic site they visit is a page 
right out of the textbooks. 

The feeling they get by being im-
mersed in history can not be duplicated 
in a classroom, and I know that a trip 
to Washington, DC has inspired many, 
many young people to seek careers in 
public service. 

But how confused they must be when 
they visit the White House. Before 
travelling here, they have studied the 
Revolutionary War. 

They have read the Declaration of 
Independence and the U.S. Constitu-
tion. They have been taught that the 
foundation upon which this Nation was 
built was our absolute right to be free 
from oppression. It is that freedom, we 
tell them—a freedom we hold sacred, 
and treasure above all else—that 
makes this Nation so different from 
any other. 

So what do you suppose goes through 
their minds when they at last visit the 
home of their President and find it bar-
ricaded behind all that concrete? 

The preamble to the Constitution, 
with its talk of securing the blessings 
of liberty, must ring awfully hollow if 
this is what liberty really looks like. 

What lesson are we teaching them 
about the freedom we claim to value so 
highly? What kind of message are we 
sending our children when they dis-
cover that the very center of the free 
world is not so very free after all? 

I can tell you what they are think-
ing. I visit the White House two or 

three times a month, and I have heard 
their comments and seen the dis-
appointment in their faces. They tell 
me it is shameful, it is disappointing, 
and it is wrong. 

If there is a compelling reason to 
keep Pennsylvania Avenue perma-
nently closed, I hope someone will step 
forward and make their case. I have 
been asking the question for nearly a 
year now, and have not yet heard a rea-
sonable answer. 

The monetary cost of shutting Penn-
sylvania Avenue down has been enor-
mous Mr. President, but the emotional 
cost of keeping it closed forever would 
be devasting. 

We may only be talking about two, 
short blocks, but those two blocks have 
represented freedom and access since 
nearly the birth of this Nation. 

While we must never allow ourselves 
to become reckless about our security, 
it is equally true that we must never 
allow ourselves to become reckless 
about our freedom, either, especially 
when freedom is represented by such a 
visible symbol as the White House. 

The way Pennsylvania Avenue looks 
today, well, that is just not the Amer-
ica, envisioned by our Founding Fa-
thers. It is certainly not the America 
John Kennedy spoke of in his 1961 inau-
gural address: 

Let every nation know, whether it wishes 
us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, 
bear any burden, meet any hardship, support 
any friend, oppose any foe, in order to assure 
the survival and success of liberty. 

That resolve may have softened on 
Pennsylvania Avenue, but it is not too 
late to rekindle that spirit. 

I believe that good sense will prevail 
and the avenue will reopen. And some-
day, Mr. President, when they are old 
enough to appreciate what it all 
means, I will take my grandchildren to 
the White House. 

I will show them the home of the 
Presidents—great leaders like Thomas 
Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln, who 
defined liberty for a young Nation and 
ensured that this would forever be a 
place where freedom could flourish. 

And when they realized that the 
President lives in a house just like 
they do, along a street a lot like theirs, 
my grandchildren will smile. 

Castles and kings require moats and 
crocodiles, but Presidents, well, they 
make their homes in houses, set on 
busy streets, in the hearts of busy cit-
ies. Open and accessible. And that is 
just the way Presidents ought to live. 

My grandchildren may not under-
stand just what liberty and freedom 
really mean, but they will feel its pow-
erful presence and I hope they will be 
inspired. 

There are a thousand good reasons to 
reopen Pennsylvania Avenue, Mr. 
President, but only one reason I can 
see for keeping it closed, and that is 
fear. We cannot allow fear to claim this 
victory. 

We cannot allow the 1-year anniver-
sary of the closing of Pennsylvania Av-
enue to pass without this Senate tak-
ing a stand on the side of freedom. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
WE SUPPORT THE SENATE RESOLUTION CALL-

ING FOR THE REOPENING OF PENNSYLVANIA 
AVENUE IN FRONT OF THE WHITE HOUSE 
District of Columbia Mayor Marion Barry. 
D.C. Council Chairman David A. Clarke. 
D.C. Councilmember Frank Smith. 
AAA Potomac. 
American Bus Association. 
Apartment and Office Building Association 

of Metropolitan Washington, Inc. 
Association of Oldest Inhabitants of D.C. 
District of Columbia Building Industry As-

sociation. 
District of Columbia Preservation League. 
DuPont Circle Advisory Neighborhood 

Commission 2B. 
Federation of Citizens Association. 
Frontiers of Freedom. 
Greater Washington Board of Trade. 
International Downtown Association. 
Arthur Cotton Moore Associates. 
Washington Cab Association. 
Washington D.C. Historical Society. 
Washington D.C. Restaurant and Beverage 

Association. 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
Washington, DC, May 13, 1996. 

Hon. ROD GRAMS, 
Dirksen Senate Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR GRAMS: I want to thank you 
for your continued interest in the closing of 
Pennsylvania Avenue and the impact it has 
had on the District of Columbia. The effects 
on traffic patterns and drivers’ convenience, 
business income, parking revenue, and most 
important, public access to the White House, 
have all been significant. 

I hope that your legislation expressing the 
sense of the Senate that Pennsylvania Ave-
nue be reopened in front of the White House 
can be approved. I would appreciate your 
conveying my support for such legislation to 
your colleagues. 

Please contact me or my staff if you have 
any questions or requests that I can help 
with. Again, thank you for your under-
standing and appreciation of the con-
sequences of the blockades. 

Sincerely, 
MARION BARRY, JR., 

Mayor. 

STATEMENT OF D.C. COUNCIL CHAIRMAN DAVID 
A. CLARKE AND D.C. COUNCILMEMBER FRANK 
SMITH 

We wholeheartedly support and applaud 
the effort by Senator ROD GRAMS and others 
to reopen Pennsylvania Avenue in front of 
the White House to vehicular traffic—and 
thereby restore this most public of public 
streets to its historic use. 

District of Columbia residents, businesses 
and visitors have suffered for one year with 
the constant traffic gridlock, uncompensated 
economic costs, and loss of freedom from 
this vehicular barricade between the east 
and west ends of America’s historic main 
street and our downtown. We call upon the 
federal government to pay for the entire cost 
of identifying and mitigating every adverse 
impact which has resulted from the federal 
government’s vehicular restrictions in the 
economic and historic heart of the nation’s 
capital. 

In July 1995 the Council of the District of 
Columbia unanimously adopted a resolution 
expressing concerns about the restriction of 
vehicular access to streets around the White 
House, which now also applies to restrictions 
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placed upon other streets around certain 
Congressional and other federal buildings in 
Washington. Appended to this statement is 
the full text of the resolution which we co- 
authored. 

THE GREATER WASHINGTON 
BOARD OF TRADE, 

Washington, DC, May 13, 1996. 
Hon. ROD GRAMS, 
U.S. Senate, Senate Dirksen Office Building, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR SENATOR GRAMS: On behalf of the 

Greater Washington Board of Trade’s mem-
bership, I applaud your efforts to reopen the 
1600 block of Pennsylvania Avenue and offer 
whatever assistance this organization might 
provide. As a representative of over 1,000 
businesses located in the greater Washington 
region, we have heard from many of our 
members about the impact that the street 
closing has had on their businesses. In short, 
the closing of Pennsylvania Avenue, paired 
with the closing of the parallel section of E 
Street between 15th and 17th Streets, has 
resonated throughout the District of Colum-
bia’s road system. The resulting gridlock is, 
at best, impeding the mobility of business 
people, residents and tourists. 

Of even greater concern is the likelihood 
that this is just the beginning of an imposing 
security trend; already we have heard ru-
mors that additional street closings will 
occur Street closings cannot be an appro-
priate solution to security concerns; rather, 
they are nothing more than a ‘‘cure by am-
putation.’’ Already, the Pennsylvania Ave-
nue experiment has demonstrated the crip-
pling effect such a policy has on traffic flow, 
and additional street closings would further 
exacerbate the difficulty of doing business in 
the District of Columbia. 

In your April 29th letter to President Clin-
ton, you cite the rich history of Pennsyl-
vania Avenue as ‘‘America’s Main Street’’ 
and its symbolism of freedom, openness and 
access to government. But equally important 
are the more direct economic impacts that 
the street closing has imposed on the oper-
ation of the District of Columbia. Traffic on 
surrounding streets has reportedly increased 
far beyond capacity, despite efforts by the 
local government and the Federal Highway 
Administration to create one way corridors 
traveling east and west to improve traffic 
flow. And while rush hour traffic has always 
been difficult, travel times across the down-
town business district have more than dou-
bled even during the mid-day hours. 

Although many people consider Wash-
ington, DC to be only the home of the federal 
government, the City has a significant pri-
vate sector community. A large number of 
those businesses are service oriented, requir-
ing them to remain accessible to clients and 
customers. Thus, the closing of Pennsylvania 
Avenue is creating a hardship on the city’s 
private sector, and in many cases, forcing 
them to reconsider whether they must relo-
cate their operation outside of the District. 
In a city that is struggling to cope with 
dwindling revenues and the skyrocketing 
costs of human services, this is just one 
more factor contributing to the problems 
faced by the local government, the Congres-
sionally appointed financial control board, 
and inevitably, the Congress in its role as 
steward of the Nation’s Capital. 

The business community recognizes that 
the safety of the President of the United 
States must be the top priority in decisions 
such as these. We believe, however that there 
may be more appropriate alternatives that 
would sufficiently mitigate potential secu-
rity risks without shutting down the Na-
tion’s Capital piece by piece. 

A decision to reopen Pennsylvania Avenue 
would go a long way to toward restoring mo-

bility in the Nation’s Capital. This is impor-
tant to the people who live and work here 
every day, but it is also important to the 
millions of visitors who come from all 50 
states. Should there be a decision to revisit 
the closing of Pennsylvania Avenue, the 
Greater Washington Board of Trade would be 
happy to work with Congress, the Executive 
Branch and the local government to identify 
more realistic options for improving security 
in the Nation’s Capital. Thank you for your 
efforts. 

Sincerely, 
JOSEPH T. BOYLE, 
Chair, KPMG Peat Marwick. 
JOHN MILLIKEN, 

Chair, Venable, Baetjer and Howard. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BUILDING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION, 

Washington, DC, May 6, 1996. 
Hon. WILLIAM J. CLINTON, 
President of the United States, 
The White House, Washington, DC. 

DEAR PRESIDENT CLINTON: I am writing to 
you in my capacity as president of the Dis-
trict of Columbia Building Industry Associa-
tion. Our Association represents several 
thousand business people in the District of 
Columbia. 

It has been almost one year since the exec-
utive order of the Secretary of the Treasury 
was issued restricting traffic on Pennsyl-
vania Avenue, State Place and Executive Av-
enue. We understand that this was a very dif-
ficult directive for you to sign and that you 
had resisted several efforts by the Secret 
Service to restrict traffic in the vicinity of 
the White House in the past. While we in the 
Washington, D.C. business community were 
concerned about the process whereby this 
major traffic conduit was closed, the busi-
ness community and citizens generally did 
not object to this action given the cir-
cumstances at that time. 

In the past year, we have had time to expe-
rience the results of this action and feel it is 
time to reexamine this situation. Of course, 
your safety and the safety of the First Fam-
ily and your staff are of paramount impor-
tance to all of us as citizens of the United 
States. However, the rerouting of traffic 
around the White House has resulted in seri-
ous traffic congestion on a daily basis, and 
exacerbated traffic problems during special 
events which are constant in Washington, 
DC, such as the Cherry Blossom Festival. 
Moreover, it has divided our city into an 
East and a West side causing both commerce 
and tourism to suffer negative economic con-
sequences at the same time they are im-
pacted by the City’s debilitating fiscal crisis. 
These combined circumstances have had a 
disastrous effect on business and trade in 
DC. 

While the emergency temporary restric-
tion of traffic on these streets was warranted 
by the unique circumstances at that time, 
we do not feel this should be viewed and ac-
cepted as the long term solution to these se-
curity issues. Right now, there is a team of 
architects employed by the U.S. Government 
meeting to discuss alternatives for closing 
Pennsylvania Avenue prior to the official, 
legal closing of the street itself. We believe 
that alternative methods to provide long 
term improved security to the White House, 
such as structural reinforcements, improved 
fencing, electronic surveillance, limited traf-
fic on adjacent streets to cars only, etc. 
should be reconsidered now. These alter-
natives may actually be more economical 
than the closing of these streets and cer-
tainly will be less costly in terms of dimin-
ished national prestige. 

With the end of the Cold War five years 
ago, our country is more secure than at any 
time in this century. Since this time of rel-

ative peace is due in large part to American 
leadership, it is truly ironic that symboli-
cally we are retreating by further limiting 
access to and around the White House. One 
could only imagine the outcry by Parisians 
if the French Government closed the 
Champs-Elysees in front of the Presidential 
Palace. Washingtonians have been very pa-
tient and understanding with the temporary 
closing of Pennsylvania Avenue, the most 
important street in the L’Enfant Plan. But 
now is the time to search for a better long 
term solution. 

Just as we are sure you would reject sug-
gestions that you limit your personal inter-
action with the American people such as 
your daily jogging, town meetings and other 
high-risk interactions with the public, we 
urge you to reconsider this highly visible 
statement to the American people and inter-
national tourists and reopen Pennsylvania 
Avenue. 

So while we fully support the temporary 
measures taken by your administration to 
restrict traffic around the White House, we 
urge you to set up a task force to find alter-
nate means of providing adequate security 
for the White House with the ultimate goal 
of reopening these streets by Inauguration 
Day 1997. Our Association is prepared to par-
ticipate in this task force and provide what-
ever resources are necessary in order to ac-
complish this goal. 

Sincerely yours. 
THOMAS W. WILBUR, 

President. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BUILDING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION, 

Washington, DC, May 9, 1996. 
Re Closure of a Section of Pennsylvania Ave-

nue, N.W., Secretary of the Treasury’s 
Order dated May 19, 1995. 

Hon. ROBERT E. RUBIN, 
Secretary, Department of the Treasury, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR SECRETARY RUBIN: I am writing to 

you in my capacity as Chairman of the Leg-
islative and Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee of the District of Columbia Building 
Industry Association (‘‘DCBIA’’). 

For your information, DCBIA is comprised 
of over 275 member organizations and over 
1,000 individuals ranging from lenders, prop-
erty owners, developers, property managers, 
construction companies, contractors, sub-
contractors, architects, engineers, lawyers, 
accountants, and others involved in the real 
estate industry. In other words, those who fi-
nance, own, develop, renovate, upgrade, im-
prove and manage real property in the Dis-
trict, together with all of the providers of 
the additional services necessary to the real 
estate industry. 

May 19, 1996 will mark the first anniver-
sary of your directive to the Director of the 
United States Secret Service to close a por-
tion of Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. and cer-
tain other streets. This emergency, tem-
porary directive was intended to enhance the 
perimeter security of the White House. 
Under applicable federal law, your authority 
to prohibit vehicular traffic on public streets 
is temporary in nature, and is predicated on 
certain findings of fact which must be appli-
cable at the time of the initial directive and 
at all times thereafter while the directive re-
mains in effect. 

DCBIA believes that now is an appropriate 
time to undertake a number of endeavors, in-
cluding but not limited to, reexamining the 
factual determinations of one year ago, con-
firming that the Department of the Treasury 
is in compliance with the requirements of 
the National Environmental Policy Act, the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, 
the Department of Transportation’s Federal 
Highway Administration, the Department of 
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the Interior’s Comprehensive Design Plan for 
the White House, the National Park Service, 
the National Capital Planning Commission, 
and all other applicable local and Federal re-
quirements. 

Now is also an appropriate time to reexam-
ine the economic, physical and psychological 
impact of the street closures on the many 
thousands of American citizens that have 
had to bear the direct and immediate impact 
of your directive. Some of these people trav-
el to the Nation’s capital daily for their jobs 
and businesses, while others are visitors 
from places near and far. All of them have 
shared the serious and significant delays, de-
tours and related problems of the street clo-
sures. The serious negative impact upon the 
local business community has become dif-
ficult if not impossible to accurately assess. 
The directive has simply divided our city to 
the detriment of all, and has fostered a 
‘‘bunker mentality’’ among the citizens of 
the city, many of whom observe, on a daily 
basis, the barricades, uniformed Secret Serv-
ice personnel and similar indicia of a city 
under siege directly in front of the Presi-
dential residence. 

DCBIA wishes to be absolutely clear on the 
issue of the safety of the President and the 
First Family. It is not a question of whether 
or not any of us doubt the supreme impor-
tance of protecting the President of the 
United States. We assert emphatically that 
the security of the President is and should be 
of profound importance to every American 
citizen, and every person who loves freedom 
and democracy. But at the same time, the di-
rective issued in the name of safety and se-
curity is quite simply killing the city. When 
people cannot move freely and easily it im-
pacts productivity and commerce. But the 
impact does not stop there. Eventually there 
are psychological and spiritual effects that 
are no less real or important. The District of 
Columbia cannot afford to make it more dif-
ficult than it already is to work, play and 
live here. The directive issued almost one 
year ago is doing just that. 

DCBIA urges you and your staff, in con-
junction with other public officials, to re-
open the entire issue of the street closures 
for full and fair consideration. DCBIA seeks 
to be an active participant in this process 
and is committed to using its resources to 
help reopen Pennsylvania Avenue. 

We look forward to your response and ap-
preciate having this opportunity to raise 
this matter with you. 

Sincerely, 
NELSON F. MIGDAL, 

Chairman, Legislative/Governmental 
Affairs Committee. 
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, May 14, 1996, in 
executive session, to certain military 
nominations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be allowed to meet during the 
Tuesday, May 14, 1996, session of the 
Senate for the purpose of conducting a 
hearing on reauthorization of the Fed-

eral Aviation Administration and the 
Airport Improvement Program. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the full Committee 
on Environment and Public Works be 
granted permission to meet Tuesday, 
May 14, at 2:15 p.m., in S–216, the Cap-
itol, to consider the nomination of Hu-
bert T. Bell, Jr., nominated by the 
President to be Inspector General, Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent on behalf of the Govern-
mental Affairs Committee to meet on 
Tuesday, May 14, at 2 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
the Judiciary be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, May 14, 1996, at 10 a.m. to 
hold a hearing on ‘‘The False State-
ments Statute After Hubbard v. United 
States: assessing the need for revision.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES 
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Labor and Human Resources be author-
ized to meet for a subcommittee hear-
ing on Confronting the Challenges Pre-
sented by an Aging Population, during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
May 14, 1996, at 9 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE 

WHITEWATER DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
AND RELATED MATTERS 
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that The Special Com-
mittee to Investigate Whitewater De-
velopment and Related Matters be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Tuesday, May 14, 
Wednesday, May 15, and Thursday, May 
16, 1996 to conduct hearings pursuant to 
S. Res. 120. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND 
INVESTIGATIONS 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Subcommittee 
on Oversight and Investigations of the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be granted permission to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, May 14, 1996, for purposes of 
conducting a subcommittee hearing 
which is scheduled to begin at 9:30 a.m. 
The purpose of this oversight hearing 
is to receive testimony on the manage-
ment and costs of class action lawsuits 
at Department of Energy facilities. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

IN RECOGNITION OF CFIDS 
AWARENESS DAY 

∑ Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I’d 
like to take a few minutes of Senate 
business today to talk about chronic 
fatigue and immune dysfunction syn-
drome [CFIDS]. 

Mr. President, this past Sunday, May 
12, marked the observance of Inter-
national CFIDS Awareness Day. While 
the CFIDS Association of America co-
ordinated a national awareness and 
educational campaign with respect to 
CFIDS, I’d like to make particular 
mention of the efforts of an organiza-
tion in Pennsylvania, the Chronic Fa-
tigue Syndrome Association of the Le-
high Valley. 

The severity of chronic fatigue syn-
drome is largely unknown to the Amer-
ican public, and the observance on May 
12th served as a very important and 
worthwhile opportunity to inform, edu-
cate, and increase the awareness of the 
illness. I commend the Lehigh Valley 
organization for their tireless efforts in 
combating CFIDS and for their partici-
pation and coordination of activities 
on May 12. In recognition of their ef-
forts, I would like to bring to the at-
tention of my colleagues the following 
proclamation, and I encourage the Sen-
ate’s consideration and endorsement. 

PROCLAMATION 
Whereas, the Chronic Fatigue Syndrome 

Association of the Lehigh Valley joins the 
CFIDS Association of America in observing 
May 12, 1996 as International Chronic Fa-
tigue and Immune Dysfunction Syndrome 
Awareness Day; and 

Whereas, chronic fatigue syndrome is a 
complex illness affecting many different 
body systems and is characterized by neuro-
logical, rheumatological and immunological 
problems; incapacitating fatigue; and numer-
ous other long-term severely debilitating 
symptoms; and 

Whereas, while there has been increased 
activity at the national, State and local lev-
els, continued education and training of 
health professionals is imperative in gar-
nering greater public awareness of this seri-
ous health problem and in supporting pa-
tients and their families; and 

Whereas, although research has been 
strengthened by the efforts of the Centers for 
Disease Control, the National Institutes of 
Health, and other private research institu-
tions, the CFS Association of the Lehigh 
Valley recognizes that much more must be 
done to encourage further research so that 
the mission we share with the CFIDS Asso-
ciation of America, ‘‘to conquer CFIDS and 
related disorders’’, can be achieved. There-
fore, be it Resolved, that the United States 
Senate hereby commends the designation of 
May 12, 1996 as CFIDS Awareness Day and 
applauds the efforts of those battling the ill-
ness. 

I appreciate the Senate’s consider-
ation of this issue, and thank my col-
leagues for their attention.∑ 

f 

ADVISORY BOARD ON WELFARE 
INDICATORS APPOINTED 

∑ Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, just 
last week, on May 7, the House of Rep-
resentatives appointed its four mem-
bers of the Advisory Board on Welfare 
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